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From the Director

November 5, 2018

has been a powerful catalyst for a range of inspiring collaborations
between our historic university and our close colleagues in China—
above all, our WMCI partner institution, Beijing Normal University (BNU).
For the fourth straight year, over forty BNU undergraduates attended 2018
summer courses on the W&M campus. A new study abroad program for W&M
students to take courses at BNU in January 2019 was also recently launched.
The talents of the BNU teachers who have joined us in Williamsburg this year

O ver the past year, the William & Mary Confucius Institute (WMCI)

have allowed us to present world-class performances of Chinese music and
martial arts. Exchanges between faculty in the William & Mary Department

of Theater, Speech and Dance and the leaders of BNU's outstanding dance
program culminated this fall in a highly successful weekend of BNU dance
Stephen E. Hanson performances and joint dance workshops at W&M and at nearby Christopher
Vice Provost for International Affairs Newport University. In sum, thanks to the platform created by WMCI, the sister
university relationship between W&M and BNU is thriving as never before.

At the same time, WMCl's success has allowed us to provide exciting
opportunities for cultural enrichment to the Williamsburg and greater
Tidewater Virginia communities. WMCl is now a partner supporting the annual
W&M Global Film Festival, bringing intriguing new Chinese films to local
audiences. Our lecture series, always open to the public, has packed rooms
with students, faculty, and community members interested in topics ranging
from the state of the Chinese economy to the practice of Chinese traditional
medicine. Our community courses on Chinese culture and language continue
to be extremely popular, allowing W&M personnel and local citizens alike the
opportunity to gain greater familiarity with Chinese traditions and modes of
expression. Finally, WMCI gives K-12 students in a number of local schools
the chance to practice Mandarin Chinese language and to learn more about a
country that will undoubtedly continue to shape the 21 century.

At a time when international academic partnerships are being carefully
scrutinized, | am proud that WMCl is still valued so highly by W&M students,
faculty, staff and community stakeholders alike. And we are particularly excited
to welcome W&M's 28 President, Katherine Rowe, whose grandmother spent
several years attending Peking Women'’s College—now incorporated into BNU.
So even if it's just a coincidence, it seems especially fitting that WMClI's offices

are situated in Rowe House!



A Night of
Traditional

Chinese
Folk Dance

by Zach Rubin

n December 6, 2017, William
O & Mary Confucius Institute was

honored to host a Chinese Folk
Dance Gala by the student art troupe
of Minzu University of China. Travelling
all the way from Beijing, China, Minzu
University is the top university in
China for ethnic minorities and admits
students from all 56 ethnic groups.
Since 92% of Chinese people are of
the Han ethnicity, Minzu University is an
important source of promoting ethnic
diversity in higher education and
throughout China.

The performances by the student art
troupe were amazing! In performances
including songs, group dances, and
traditional musical pieces, the art
troupe gave the audience, no matter
how familiar they were with Chinese

culture, a unique insight into the art
of a few of China’s minority groups.
Featuring performances traditional to
the Uyghur, Mongolian, Tibetan, Dai,
Miao, Yi, Hani, and Chinese-Korean
ethnic groups, the performers wore
traditional ethnic clothing which
showcased the unique style of each
minority group. Dances included
"Galloping,” a Mongolian male group
dance in which the stomping of the
performers inspired the imagery and
sound of hundreds of running horses,
“Splendid China,” a group dance
featuring many different minority
dance styles to showcase China’s
ethnic diversity, and “The Cradle atop
the Yak,” a Tibetan dance performed
by a woman and two men which
emphasizes the relationship between
man and nature and invoked thoughts
of yak carrying and protecting a child.

The Yi ethnic dance “Colorful Clouds,”
the same dance featured on the cover
of the brochure and the flyer, featured

three female performers wearing a
piece of clothing that is part raincoat,
part cloak known as a Pi Zhan. As the
dancers spun in place, the Pi Zhan
whipped around them, resembling a
whirlwind of color. The folk song “Bird
Ballad” from the Chinese-Korean ethnic
group did indeed sound like a bird
singing in the crowded auditorium; it
is said that each singer’s rendition of
the song is unique. The sihu and the
bamboo flute, two traditional Chinese
instruments were showcased in “The
Young Herdsman" and “A Mongolian
Pastoral Song” respectively, with the
musicians demonstrating exceptional
skill and passion.

Over 200 people attended the Chinese
Folk Dance Gala. WMCl is grateful

to the performers and teachers from
Minzu University as well as all of the
William & Mary and Williamsburg
community members who came to
show their support and experience this
unique piece of Chinese culture.

1. “The Cradle atop the Yak,” a traditional Tibetan Dance.

o

“Colorful Clouds,” an Yi minority ethnic dance.

3. “Galloping,” a Mongolian male group dance.

4. “Zan Ha,” a Dai ethnic group solo dance.

5. “A Sunny Day,” a traditional piece of Mongolian court music.
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The audience
and speaker for
the Looking at
China Project
take a group
photo following
the workshop.

WNMCI

at the 2018 Global Film Festival

by Colleen Mulrooney

he Spring Festival, otherwise
T known as the Lunar New Year,

is a very important holiday
in China. The vibrant New Year
celebrations bring joy to thousands of
people not only in China, but all over
the world. With the Year of the Dog
beginning last week, what better way is
there to spread that joy than bringing
Chinese culture to our beloved
community? The William & Mary
Confucius Institute (WMCI) sponsored
three Chinese cultural events at
this year's Global Film Festival: the
“Looking at China: Short Films and
Discussion” workshop, a screening
of the film “Cook Up a Storm,” and a
panel discussion titled “When Chinese
Cinema Meets the World."

Looking at China: Short
Films and Discussion

The Looking at China Project has been
around for about five years now. It
invites young filmmakers who have
never been to China, to go there and
create a short film based on their
experiences. For this workshop,

five of the Project’s best films were
selected for screening. The films

which were screened are called: All
That Grows, The Gap Between Us, The
Search for Manchus, Voice Notes about
Mr. Wang, and The Red Flag Canal.

What was striking about these films
was the deeply personal lens through
which the viewer would see China. For
instance, the filmmaker behind Voice
Notes about Mr. Wang narrated the
film as though it were a letter to a
family member or close friend. There
was very little diegetic dialogue in the
film, but instead glimpses of moments
the filmmaker spent with a professional
artisan named Mr. Wang. It was a

very pensive, beautiful film. Another
film, The Gap Between Us, featured

a portion where an erhu instructor
reminisced with his father about how,
exactly, he started playing the erhu as
a child. The two had differing versions
of the story, and their lighthearted
bickering was charming. Overall, the
films shown at this workshop presented
their subjects not simply as strangers to
be observed, but as friends the viewer
has not met. The films made China feel
close, and the attendees left with some
lovely, personal insights on what life is
like in China today.

Cook Up a Storm Film Screening

On Thursday night, we kicked off
the screening of Cook Up a Storm
with a beautiful performance from
Tingting Mei, an award-winning
Pipa player and WMCl volunteer
teacher, in Kimball Theatre.

The film itself followed the story of
two chefs: Paul Ahn, a French-trained
Korean chef with three Michelin stars,
and Sky Ko, who is known for making
Cantonese street food, as they go head
to head in an international cooking
competition. The film had a fun story
with charming characters, but what
stood out the most was the close-up
shots of the dishes made in the film.
The beautiful colors made for mouth-
watering visuals. The cinematography
was perhaps one of the finest points of
a very enjoyable movie.

Now of course, any such film would
inevitably leave its audience with

a strong Chinese food craving.
Following the film, Peter Chang, owner
of the Peter Chang Chinese Restaurant
franchise, delivered a brief speech
after the film, wishing the audience a
happy New Year, before welcoming
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Professor Teresa Longo, Acting Director
ol WMCI, delivers opening remarks at
the screening of Cook Up a Storm.

everyone to our reception at the
Williamsburg Art Gallery. Peter Chang
Restaurant catered the reception, and
the food was just as delicious as what
we saw being made in the film, if not
even more so. The reception filled the
Art Gallery with life and conversation,
creating a perfect ending to a
wonderful night.

Panel Discussion:
"When Chinese Cinema
Meets the World”

WMCl's final Global Film Festival event
took place on Friday, February 16th in
Kimball Theatre. For this event, Professor
Jessica Chan from the University of
Richmond and Professor Jessica Wong
from American University came to
share their perspectives on Chinese
cinema and globalization. Professor
Chan’s presentation primarily focused
on how kisses were represented in
early Hollywood films, and how that
influenced kisses in Chinese films such
as the 1937 film Street Angel (notto be
confused with the 1928 Hollywood film
of the same name). She discussed how
Western and Chinese films avoided
showing intimacy on-screen with editing.
Cuts away from kisses, as well as sound
cues, would signal to the audience

that the kiss had taken place, while not
necessarily showing it as it takes place.

Professor Wong, on the other hand,
looked at how Chinese cinema
influenced film globally. One example
she brought up was how Barry Jenkins,
director of the Academy Award-
winning film Moonlight, has spoken

at length about how he was inspired
by the work of Wong Kar-wai, a well-
known filmmaker from Hong Kong.
China’s growing influence in global
cinema is a fascinating trend.

Volunteer Teacher Tingting Mei plays
the pipa before the movie sereening.

WILLIA

Peter Chang speaks to the audience,
with WMCI Chinese Director Deliang

Wang translating.

WNMCT Staff, GFF Organizers, Chef Peter Chang,
and Chef Chang’s wife pose for a group photo.

William & Mary Professor Chun-yu Lu, American University Professor Lily Wong,
and University of Richmond Professor Jessica Chen speak at a panel discussion on
February 16th.

This event was chaired by Professor
Chun-yu Lu from the William & Mary

Chinese Studies Department. We hope

that everyone who attended these

events not only had a great time, but
also learned more about China at the

Global Film Festival this year.
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Stanford Professor Andrew Walder, the WMCT 2018 Distinguished Scholar, speaks

about the growth of the Chinese economy.

Prof. Andrew Walder
Speaks About China’s

Feconomic Boom

n Monday, April 2nd, the
William & Mary Confucius
Institute hosted Andrew Walder,

the Denise O’Leary and Kent Thiry
Professor in the School of Humanities
and Sciences at Stanford University,

as the 2018 Distinguished Scholar
Lecture speaker. Professor Walder is

a political sociologist and specializes
in the sources of conflict, stability, and
change in communist regimes and their
successor states. Delivering a lecture
entitled “China’s Rise: Past, Present,
and Future,” he looked at the causes
of China's economic boom and how it
compared to other countries’ similar
periods of growth, where the economy
is now, and where it is likely to go.

Professor Walder began by comparing
China’'s economic growth since 1979
to other countries, including India,
Vietnam, and the former USSR. While
the growth is impressive, it is not
unprecedented. China’s growth from
1980-2010 was extremely similar

to that of Japan 1950-1980, Taiwan
1966-1996, and South Korea 1966-
1996. In other words, these periods of
high growth have happened before.
What China did is implement a two-
fold political economy: abandon the
Soviet model and adopt a transitional

by Zach Rubin

economy, which moved the economy
from centrally planned and state
owned to private ownership, an
openness to the world economy, and
a focus on exports. The difference with
China is that there was a more gradual
and limited privatization of assets, no
simultaneous political transition, and
far better economic outcomes.

China’s GDP growth has been on a
downward trend since 2007 and the
resulting financial crisis. Some of

this slowdown is due to unavoidable
factors, such as the aging population
and rising wages, but others are the
result of institutional design. The weak
corporate sector in China means that
although the number of employees
working in state enterprises has
decreased, the enterprises themselves
have maintained much of their power.
They employ only 18% of the labor
force, but they have 40% of industrial
assets and contribute 35% of GDP.
The government also maintains
control over key sectors, such as
telecommunications, power, and
infrastructure. Although there are 118
Chinese companies in the Fortune 500,
Professor Walder could only identify
10 of those that are private or could be
considered private. Sustained growth

will require a shift from high levels of
investment to increased efficiency of
investment, selling assets to private
firms, and increasing competition

between the public and private sectors.

Essentially, China must remove the
state-owned monopolies that exist, or
at the very least force them to improve
through competition with other firms.

The 2008 financial crisis halted these
shakeups, as the country realized how
dependent it was on exports. The
government responded with a gigantic
financial stimulus into the state sector,
mostly in building infrastructure.
However, it has prevented China from
closing unprofitable state enterprises
which have lower returns and are a
drag on the economy. SOE profits have
fallen despite this growth in assets,
while private firms are becoming
increasingly profitable. Chinese

debt is quickly rising, with the vast
majority of this debt being held by
corporations. This is different from
most other countries, which seem to
be more balanced between corporate,
government, and household debt.

Professor Walder presented three
possible outcomes: optimistic,
pessimistic, and agnostic. The
optimistic view focuses on that the
state has shown flexibility and a
willingness to adapt and the single
party system prevents gridlock. In
addition, the infrastructure spending
will center the world economy on
China. The pessimistic view mentions
that the government has actually
been strengthening the state sector
instead of downsizing it, and that the
CCP treats growth rates as a political
target. The agnostic view asks about
the negative of a lower growth rate and
why catching up is so important. Many
parts of China have already reached
very high income levels, including
Tianjin, Beijing, Shanghai, Jiangsu,
and Zhejiang. However, the worst
case scenario is long-term economic
stagnation and political instability.

Professor Walder's lecture was very well
received and audience members asked
insightful questions. We are all very glad
to have had the opportunity to benefit
from his knowledge and insight.
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WMCI’s Open House for UN Chinese
Language Day Enlightens and Enchants

Li Zhao, Chinese House Tutor, prepares tea while Tingting Mei plays the pipa.
Photo by Rachel Sims

Language Days at the United Nations seek to celebrate

multilingualism and cultural diversity. The UN

celebrates six separate days, each dedicated to one

of the Organization’s six official languages (Spanish,

English, Russian, French, Arabic and Chinese).

nited Nations Chinese
Language Day is celebrated
on April 20th, a date chosen

because it coincides with the
commemoration in China of Cangjie,
legendary historian of Huang-Di (the
Yellow Emperor) and considered the
inventor of Chinese characters. The
official events at the UN headquarters
in New York included lectures on
poetry and art, and demonstrations of
calligraphy and music.

The William & Mary's Confucius
Institute (WMCI) held its own Chinese
Language Day event April 20th, an
Open House at their headquarters

in Rowe House on Jamestown Road.
WMClI's headquarters may not have
the size and grandeur of the UN, but
the demonstrations and displays for
visitors from the university and the

12

community, were as impressive and
engaging as any that might be seen on
E. 42nd street. Walking up the steps of
the porch and crossing the threshold
into the modest white building, it felt
easy to leave Virginia behind and enter
another culture and time.

WMCI offered an impressive sampling
of their year-round offerings at its
Open House - calligraphy, paper
cutting, music and language -
everything that could fit in just two
small rooms, that is. Visitors could learn
from the numerous photos and news
clippings about the many large-scale
events WMCl sponsors throughout
Virginia, such as the Asian Festival

at Williamsburg Pottery, the Spring
Festival Celebration, and World Taiji
and Qigong Day.

by Kate Hoving

Educational Partnership
and Outreach

Established in 2011 and dedicated

in 2012, the WMCl is a collaborative
educational and service partnership
between William & Mary, Beijing
Normal University (BNU), and the
Office of Chinese Language Council
International (Hanban). It aims

to promote the study of Chinese
language and culture, support the
teaching of Chinese at both William

& Mary and in the community, and
facilitate US-China cultural exchanges.
By sharing resources and through
collaborative efforts, WMCI strives to
make the learning of Chinese language
and culture available to anyone who is
interested in the subject, to promote
multiculturalism in both the campus
and the local communities, and to
help construct, in a global context, a
friendly and harmonious platform for
international dialogues and exchanges.

Despite the small size of the office,

the WMCl is robust and active all

year round, sponsoring and hosting

a variety of programs locally and
regionally, extending beyond the
Williamsburg area to Newport News
(Christopher Newport University) and
to the Richmond area. Their cultural
demonstrations are most popular at the
ChinaFest held by Richmond’'s Museum
of Fine Arts, an annual event that
attracts more than 11,000 attendees
each spring.

Educational programs for students in
kindergarten through grade 12 (K-

12) are also an important component

of WMClI's outreach in Williamsburg.
WMCI has established and developed
initiatives and partnerships with local
schools, Chinese culture camps, and
training for teachers of Mandarin both
on-site in the United States and in China.



Community Impact

There was a steady stream of visitors
throughout the afternoon: residents

of all ages, W&M students, faculty and
staff, all curious to learn more. Some
came because they had attended a
course or one of the many sold-out
concerts, dance performances and art
exhibits. Some were there because
they had seen the glorious Chinese
Dragon and Giant Panda (a.k.a. good-
natured and tall student intern in
costume), which are perpetual favorites
in the annual Homecoming Parade and
local special events.

Being at William & Mary, the center

of Williamsburg's intellectual and
artistic community, gives WMCl a rare
opportunity to make the most of their
outreach in a small but vibrant city.
Deliang Wang, Ph.D., is the Chinese
Director of WMCI, and recognizes
what makes the William & Mary/BNU
partnership so effective: "WMCI makes
integrating with the university and the
community a priority. Williamsburg

is unique in that it is proud of its
history and traditions and passionate
in preserving them; but on the other
hand, itis also very open-minded and
inclusive of the outside world. Students
and citizens are very nice to WMCl and
happy to learn Chinese language and
culture with the purpose of getting a
better understanding of China.”

Whether WMCl-sponsored programs
involve music, sports or food, they are
eagerly anticipated by Williamsburg
residents of all ages. “Since | started at
WMCl in September 2013, there has
been a significant increase in WMCl'’s
community involvement,” comments
Associate Director Ying Liu. “To date,
WMCI has established partnerships
with six elementary schools and a
number of local organizations such

as the world-famous Williamsburg
Pottery, Williamsburg Regional Library,
Williamsburg United Methodist
Church to offer Chinese language and
culture programs.”

As if on cue, in the first room at the
Open House, a Williamsburg resident,
retiree Roy Snyder, is enjoying a tea
ceremony led by Li Zhao, Chinese
House Tutor, as Volunteer Teacher

Tingting Mei plays exquisite traditional
melodies on the pipa. Snyder is

a frequent participant in WMCl's
community courses, especially the
cooking classes. He is not alone. WMCI
community courses are enthusiastically
embraced and boast full enroliment.
Liu confirms that, “Chinese Cooking
and Chinese Painting are traditionally
the most popular, though in recent
years | have seen an increase in people
taking Chinese language classes.”

Snyder has traveled to China and
appreciates the ability to continue
learning about Chinese culture - even
though he asserts with a laugh that
that he's “the worst language student
they've ever taught.” But for him and
his fellow students, he finds that the
most valuable impact of the WMCI

in Williamsburg is that it provides

an opportunity for residents to get

to know visiting scholars, artists and
educators from China and experts on
China from around the world. "WMCI
really is a bridge between the two
cultures, and | so appreciate that | can
ask questions and learn not only about
history and art, but also discuss current
events and issues.”

In WMCl’s library, Micailya Mattson
18 is learning how to write her name
in Chinese from visiting professor
Guanxin Shi and volunteer teacher
Kaiyan Gao. Mattson is a neuroscience
major and interested in other cultures
(she studied abroad in Copenhagen),
but this is her first experience at the
Confucius Institute, and she is clearly
delighted - also demonstrates a real
facility with calligraphy. “I'm a senior
and realized this was an opportunity

| didn't want to miss,” she remarks,
holding up her work.

There are countless books in the shelf
behind Mattson and throughout the
building, proof that WMCl is both
cultural ambassador and resource
center. And it is clear that while the
activities are joyful and designed

to be positive and engaging, as
Wang explains most eloquently

and seriously, the work of WMCl is
profound and important:

"I hope WMCI will become a center
for providing resources to students of

o

il

///

Deliang Wang, Chinese Director of
WMCI, and Associate Director Ying Liu
welcome visitors to the Open House.

Visiting professor Guanxin Shi teaches
Micailya Mattson "18 how to write her
name in Chinese.

Micailya Mattson ’18 and visiting
professor Guanxin Shi take a break in
their calligraphy lesson to greet a visitor.

Photos by Rachel Sims

William & Mary and local community
members to learn Chinese language
and culture; that WMCI will become a
channel for mutual understandings and
a bridge for establishing friendship
between China and the United States.”

The William & Mary and Williamsburg
communities share that hope.
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Beijing
Dance Students
Visit W&M

for Academic
Exchange

by Jennifer Williams

Normal

Using the language of movement, William & Mary's

dance department hosted its counterparts from

Beijing Normal University for an academic exchange.

« ne of the values of dance —
O and | incorporate this into my
teaching philosophy and my
choreography —is that it's a universal
language,” said Leah Glenn, associate
professor and director of dance at

W&M. “Movement is a universal
language. And it levels the playing field.

"It crosses borders. So when you are
meeting someone from a completely
different background, it may seem like
you have nothing in common when
you in fact have a lot in common. And
it opens doors for more successful
communication, | believe.”

The BNU dance group visited W&M
as one of several universities on its
U.S. trip. BNU is a sister university

"What | think is so fascinating to
witness, is when our students and
students from another country get
together, and they did not speak the
same language, but begin to dance
and move together,” Glenn said.

“And they find this common
language, this means of
communication that they didn't even
know existed. So that broadens their
perspective and opens doors. And
so it gives them an opportunity to
rethink values, beliefs and come up
with their own paradigms.”

Glenn and Denise Damon Wade,
professor of dance, shared current
research with BNU students at
Friday's session.

to W&M, with the W&M Confucius
Institute serving as collaborative
partner between the two and

Beijing Normal University dance
students listen to William & Mary
faculty discuss their choreography.
Photos by Stephen Salpukas

Two dancers performed Glenn’s
piece "Fault Lines,” which she
has been working on for the

sponsor of the visit.

Events included Friday's session,
master classes with students and
faculty from both universities

on Saturday morning and BNU's
performance of “Confluence:

A Performance of Traditional
and Modern Chinese Dance” on
Saturday evening.

"DANCEVENT: Women in Power”
performances that ran on Oct. 25-28
at the Kimball Theatre, featuring
choreography by W&M faculty.

“It's about dysfunctional
communication and how sometimes
you agree to disagree and walk
away,” Glenn said.

17
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Through a translator, Glenn and Wade
gave a rundown on the W&M dance
program and their areas of research
interest. They showed video clips of their
choreography being performed and

talked about the contexts of those pieces.

Wade's “Indivisible,” which was performed
at "DANCEVENT" last year, features
choreography backed by spoken quotes
by politicians before changing over to

music to illustrate division versus harmony.

Glenn showed her duet "Perceived
Threat” about a person dealing with
post-traumatic stress disorder and then
“Hush,” which was inspired by autism.

“My choreography themes center
around the human condition, and more
specifically | try to give a voice to those
who might not have one,” she said.

BNU students asked questions,
including one about the use of voice to
go along with dance. Glenn answered
that she likes to use poetry and spoken
word as part of her research and has
collaborated with faculty in English, the
visual arts and music.

The dance connection with China
includes W&M hosting a guest artist-
in-residence from the country in 2013,
Dance Professor Joan Gavaler visiting
China in 2014 and Glenn and Wade
going in 2015.

“That's something we found when we
went to Beijing together, was just how
interesting it was to see how another
culture approached dance,” Wade

said. “"And it makes you value your own,
but also see other ways of viewing
performance. And the discussion that
we had there, the round table, | thought
was so valuable and eye-opening for me
because | didn't realize how differently
dance is perceived or treated in other
cultures. | think it broadens our sensitivity
and our awareness.”

Dance connected across continents at
|last weekend's events.

“We're not that different at a base level,”
Wade said. “We've grown up and we've
learned different things, and we have

different politics and beliefs. But there’s

just movement in the body so integral that

that's who you are at a really basic level.”

William & Mary Associate Professor and Director of Dance Leah Glenn (left)
and Dance Professor Denise Damon Wade (center) talk to Beijing Normal
University students and faculty about research for their choreography as W&M
Chinese program student Colleen Mulrooney "19 translates.

Deliang Wang,

- Chinese director at

‘ . William & Mary’s
Confucius Institute
and liaison to BNU,
coordinated the
dance group’s recent
visit. He provided
supplemental
information via
translation at
Friday’s session.

Photos by Stephen
Salpukas
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Is It Not Wonderful
When Friends Come
from Afar?

Zach Rubin recently graduated with a double major
in Chinese and Finance from William & Mary. He
intends to begin a Masters in Information Systems
Management with a concentration in Business
Intelligence and Data Analysis at Carnegie Mellon

in the Fall. Zach has been studying Chinese for
seven years, including studying abroad at Tsinghua
University and East China Normal University, as well
as an internship with a Chinese translation company.
He has also served as an intern at the William & Mary

Confucius Institute (WMCI) for two years.

y name is Zach Rubin and
| graduated in 2018 from
William & Mary. If someone

asked me what had the largest
impact on me while | was in college,
| would say without hesitation

that it was the people around me,
especially my group of Chinese
friends and coworkers at William

& Mary. When | think about this, a
phrase from The Analects comes

to mind: “Is it not wonderful when
friends come from afar?”

My first interaction with China was
when | was in high school. In 2011 |
received a merit-based scholarship to
spend the summer studying in China.
| attended classes during the week
and would stay with my host family on
the weekends. Having been raised by
a single working mother and having
only one sibling, | had no clue what
life with my host family would be like.
My nuclear host family contained two
parents and just one child, but the
definition of the family that | became a
part of in China was so much more.

My host grandparents were part
of every weekend, along with an

assortment of cousins. The weekends
were always an event with everyone
staying over at a designated family
member’s home. Everyone helped
prepare dinner, a process that was
accompanied by lots of laughter and
conversation. In particular my favorite
memories were the afternoons we
spent making hundreds of jiaozi
(dumplings) together. The grandfather,
Yeye and | would sometimes climb out
the apartment window and up onto
the roof. There we could gaze out at
the rooftops and landscape around us
and pick the grapes that he grew for
wine. We all laughed together when

| mistakenly ate a piece of chicken

with the foot still attached at one end.
Amazingly, | was warmly welcomed
into this environment from the moment
| arrived at their home inside the
second ring of Beijing. My host father
Baba and Yibo, my host brother, were
so excited to meet me for the first time.
They came to the school on the day
we arrived in China just to say hello,
although they were not due to pick me
up until three days later.

For the first visit to China, | expected
the main thing | took away to be

WILLIAM & MARY
CONFUCIUS INSTITUTE

Zach Rubin takes a break from
speaking with community members
about WMCI at the 2018 Asian Festival
to pose for a photo.
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Mandarin Chinese. However, a different
aspect of the trip - one that | did not
anticipate - turned out to be far more
compelling and life changing for me.
The level of connection and love that |
developed for my host family surprised
me because | am an introvert by nature.
And yet these people who knew
nothing about me were kind enough to
take me into their home and give me a
look into their lives.

One year later | got to visit Beijing
for just one day. On that day the

city was gripped in chaos, enduring
the worst series of rainstorms the
region had experienced in nearly 70
years. The streets were flooded and
people were found dead. Without
hesitation, my entire extended host
family traveled to visit me. It was an
unspoken understanding; this is what
you do for family.

When | came to William & Mary |
wasn't sure if | would find the same
depth of connection that | had
discovered abroad. To my good
fortune, even before | started my
undergraduate career | discovered
William & Mary Confucius Institute
(WMCI). Through activities at WMCI,
| once again found this same sense
of community. Together my WMCI
family and | witnessed wonderful
performers and guest lecturers and
hosted the annual Spring and Mid-
Autumn Festival Celebrations. On many
occasions WMClI volunteer teachers,
visiting professors, house tutors, and
community members, came to my
home in Hampton, VA.

However, I'd like to focus not on what
WMCl is, but who it is made up of. In
my opinion, just as humans are the
result of their experiences, a place is
made up of the people who inhabit

it. It is the people who make WMCI
special. Our visiting professors,
volunteer teachers, house tutors, and
community members are all incredibly
passionate about sharing the Chinese
language and culture with the
Hampton Roads community. Although
| could say great things about any
member of WMCI, I'd like to focus on
two: Ying Liu and Xu Han.

Ying Liu is the Associate Director of

22

WMCI, and one of the greatest people
| have ever met. She is in many ways
the rock upon which WMCl has been
built. In addition to coordinating the
various programs and events put on
by WMCI, training volunteer teachers,
and tirelessly working to improve the
organization, she still finds the time to
mentor me and provide both personal
and professional advice. In my opinion
she is more than my direct supervisor.
| consider her a mentor and a positive
role model.

e ——

A quick example: on more than one
occasion she has written me letters of
recommendation. First for an internship
and later for graduate school. She has
organized extracurricular activities,
including trips to see dolphins, nature
hikes, and alpaca shearing. | feel that
she takes a genuine interest in her
coworkers, just as she is committed to
sharing an appreciation of all things. |
struggle to adequately explain either
the importance or the significance

of this; the whole is greater than the

Zach as the Panda at the 2016 Homecoming Parade.



sum of its parts. | believe it comes
down to that WMCl is not a company
or traditional organization, and the
mission to connect people from all
over the world means that the work
does not end when we clock out.

Xu Han (Hunter) was the Chinese
language house tutor for two of the
years that | also lived in the language
house, so naturally we spent a lot of
time together. Hunter was incredibly
enthusiastic about teaching Chinese
language and culture to Americans. He
organized movie nights, cooking classes,
and more. But for him, like Professor Liu,
it was not so much what he did as how
he did it. Hunter had and continues to
have this unmistakable passion, not just
for Chinese or teaching, but for life. He
loves to interact with new people. I'm

a relatively introverted person, and he
even managed to win me over. By the
end of our two years together, he was
one of my closest friends, even despite
his singing in the shower.

Because of WMCI, | was able to travel
to China with Hunter and another W&M
student. Working with the Left-behind
Children Empowerment and Education
Project (LEEP), an organization
dedicated to preparing rural Chinese
schoolchildren with the skills they

will need to succeed in the modern
economy after their parents moved to
the cities to find work, we volunteered
in Gansu province. One of the villages
we visited was so remote that there
were no hotels permitted to house
foreigners, and we had to sleep inside
of a school. I know that this once in a
lifetime adventure took form because
of the relationship | formed with Hunter
through WMCI.

As of this summer, | have been involved
with WMClI for four and half years, first
as a community member, then later as
a volunteer and an intern. I've been
involved in many of WMCl's events,
ranging from their annual Spring and
Mid-Autumn Festival Celebrations to
William & Mary Homecoming to guest
lectures and musical performances. I've
worn the WMCI panda costume many
times. I've heard from experts in fields
ranging from economics to Chinese
calligraphy and Mongolian folk songs.

Zach Rubin, Chinese House Tutor Xu Han, and another William & Mary student
with the principal and vice principal of a school partnered with LEEP.

| am aware of the controversy
surrounding Confucius Institutes;
however, in my time there | have not
seen any of the things that critics have
suggested take place. | believe that
these are people who want to share
their culture and experience more of
the world, without any sort of political
agenda. Hunter has returned to China,
and yet we are still in constant contact.
If it were not for WMCI | would not
have met him. Rather | view WMCI

and other Confucius Institutes as an
opportunity. Many Americans will never
have the chance to travel to China, so
we have brought China to them

Today, when | see news about any
foreign country | think of the people
there in actual flesh and blood
terms - living their lives, surrounded
by grandparents and children, with
individual hopes and dreams, all of

them, everywhere, exactly like my WMCI
family, exactly like me. The combined
hope and pain | feel in my heart at these
moments are my personal reminders
that | am forever changed.

| want to spend my life connecting my
two homelands. Is there any reason
these two people cannot meet to break
bread, as | have done so many times
over the last seven years? | have nothing
but gratitude for my time at WMCI, and

| hope that | can help other people like
me become true citizens of the world.
Helen Keller once said, “The world is
moved along, not only by the mighty
shoves of its heroes, but also by the
aggregate of tiny pushes of each honest
worker.” My tiny push is sharing my care
and concern for the Chinese people, so
the world can be just a bit smaller.
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Community Accolades

Respite Care of

Williamsburg United Methodist Church

500 Jamestown Road
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185

August 29,2018

Respite WUMC
500 Jamestown Road
Williamsburg, VA 23185

Ying Liu, PhD

Associate Director, Confucius Institute
College of William and Mary

Rowe House

314 Jamestown Road

Williamsburg, VA 23185

Dear Dr. Liu;

Thank you for engaging our Respite members with a wide variety of interesting Chinese
cultural classes ranging from music to art to cooking and exercise. The programs from The
Confucius Institute are always extremely organized, timely, and entertaining for our members.
The passion your students display is contagious! The instructors are compassionate and
enthusiastic, bringing wonderful energy into our family environment at Respite.

Respite’s mission is to offer a safe, stimulating and supportive social program for seniors
with special needs; while providing resources, networking opportunities and a “gift of time” for
family caregivers. Thank you for supporting us in this mission of outreach to the Williamsburg
community!

Sincerely,

Carolyn Yowell
Exeeutive Director
Respjite Care of WUMC

Telephone: (757) 229-1771

Fax: (757) 229-1223
Web Site: www.williamsburgumc.org
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QCALSINGHAM ACADEMY

FOUNDED IN 1947 BY THE SISTERS OF MERCY

June 4, 2018

Ying Liu, Ph.D.

Associate Director, Confucius Institute
College of William and Mary

Rowe House, 314 Jamestown Road
Williamsburg, VA 23187

Dear Ying Liu,

On behalf of Walsingham Academy’s Lower School, thank you for your contributions to our After School
Club Program. The volunteers from the Confucius Institute offered an enriching and culturally filled weekly after
school club experience whose attendance grew larger each session. Your volunteer teachers graciously taught the
Chinese Culture Club every Wednesday throughout the entire school year and reached a total of 33 students in
grades 2-4. That number of students equates to 40% of our total nhumber of young people in those grade levels. The
Chinese Culture Club was one of the top two attended club offerings this school year.

We applaud your team’s commitment to the Chinese Culture Club during each of our three After School
club sessions, thereby enabling our students the opportunity to continue their learning of the Chinese culture and
language throughout the entire school year. The volunteer teachers from Confucius Institute were respectful,
communicated clearly to staff and students, and were always punctual. The volunteers offered academic lessons
which had a clear beginning, middle, and end and were easily followed by each of the young students. Students
eagerly engaged in vocabulary activities, music enrichment, painting, and a number of additional hands-on
activities. Each session was clearly organized to deliver specific content and each lesson was supported with an
enriching activity and take home “product”. Students most enjoyed their clay sculptures of authentic Chinese foods
and pigment paintings of native Chinese plants and animals. Each activity gave students the opportunity to work
with mediums that were novel and innovative. The lessons and activities the children experienced will not soon be
forgotten.

In addition to the volunteering as instructors for the After School Club program, Confucius Institute
volunteer teachers eagerly offered to extend their cultural offerings during Walsingham Academy's Summer Daze
camp program. The camp was slated to run the second full week of June, 2018. A detailed and though curriculum
was submitted by the volunteers at the Confucius Institue, and the subsequent activities were enriching and age-
appropriate. Unfortunately, the camp was cancelled due to a scheduling conflict, but we anticipate offering the
camp during the Summer Daze, 2019. We anticipate working closely with Confucius Institute’s team of volunteer
teachers throughout next school year, in order to further enhance the Cinfucius Institute offerings next school year.

We look forward to continuing our partnership with Confucius Institute and hope to continue to grow the
program even more in the future.

Sincerely,

ALl 1“14: o
AA\L} / N ot )
Kim Ward MaryYohniston

After School Club Coordinator Director of Lower School
Walsingham Academy Walsingham Academy
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>— OCTOBER 29 ¢ Jiangsu Cup
Chinese Speech Contest
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NOVEMBER 9 ® “Chinese
Language: Past and Present” by
Professor Hongming Zhang

20174F 11 HoH , B FLBE W Bl Hh SC I B 840 ekl B

EREER UL AR 28 ) R ENE T 2t AR
HhEE

NOVEMBER 10 ® Book Talk by
Local Author Adrienne Berard

20174F11 H 108, B ILBEEIEIR A . Lk
K Adrienne Berard 28 /A R R E S A ERT “ A5
27 B, Ik X ERE RS S5

NOVEMBER 13 ¢ Panel Discussion
on Sino-US Relations

2017F 11 H 13 H , EISFLBE U Bl A EE AR A8
IR R L2 .

“‘...qui

’
’
.
’
.
.

MERLIA LA

4 Confucius Institute U.S. Center

NOVEMBER 18 ¢ Isabelle Szczerbinski Speaks at
the CIUS Center National Award Gala

2017711 H18H , E¥ (Isabelle Szczerbinski) £ FLIEHERE, ZRFL 22 BE 3 E H02017
PRBNMAICERE, I ARRIEME R ERFREIES .
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DECEMBER 6 ® Chinese Folk Dance Gala
by Minzu University Student Art Troupe

20174F12H 6 H , B SLBeAT M R EA
Py “rpE R IENE 47 fESadler Centerd$/T,
HA 15386 15 2

CONFUCIUS
INSTITUTE

JANUARY 27 ¢ Chinese New Year Flash Mob

2018 F1H27H , HICEi A NCCAs PCAAFIEVCAAZEILFI T, A LBe At gty Fe v
FPN CEFLERED TR R X281 T | 120535 2 B AR 1) 2 T

JANUARY 31 ¢ Calligraphy Workshop
at Williamsburg Regional Library

201841 H31H , B LB AE s Bl A2 B A1 hli oh 28
I EE, SR TR

FEBRUARY 10 ® ChinaFest at
Virginia Museum of Fine Art

2018521 10H , B LB SNk R ZA YIH
R ESCT, BOAZ S E LB TR R
PRYG P
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>7 FEBRUARY 15 ® Looking at China
Short Film & Discussion

20184F2 151, SIS FLIE 837 b UK 2 v ]
A PR ST S R R, 1E
Swem E-BIEHIL T “BHE" IMNEFEZGURIR
FIFRAEF R o

>7 FEBRUARY 15 ¢ Movie Screening:
Cook Up a Storm

2018 F2H 150, I ILBESNEFE ERBE T, N
MAREIPE R <R o By
WG 44 i Peter Chang & BT AFALIA], HH 7 B T4k

SEHATRIRE

FEBRUARY 16 ® Chinese
Movie Panel Discussion

201852 16 H, S ALIBE BBl SO H R 20%
Chun-yu Lu, #4355 43l K5 B #d% Jessica Chan, 5%
RS B AR Lily Wong e v ] FRLSY R IR 25

>7 FEBRUARY 16 ® CSSA Spring
Festival Celebration

20184F2 1 161, SIS FLIEIE A P 2 A 2 2
S AIEDRES, R T
BEM G LB .

FEBRUARY 17 ¢ Asian Festival
at Williamsburg Pottery

2018421171, @I SLBEZ HAEWilliamsburg
Pottery 27 MIMEPICALTT, FLBEAE LT LRI
ANHEDICE
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>7 FEBRUARY 18 ¢ Williamsburg Chinese
School New Year Celebration

20185F2 H18 H, JaFSALEEH 5 Bed< F A s iy R
FHEPlHe WS BEE = SR SR
BT RO <, o m L ets 35 AR SR TR R «
FEREFEY o

>7 FEBRUARY 20 ¢ Delegation from
Beijing 101 High School

201842 H20H,  dbntiorh 2z i A AR I 20
Hy, Vsl LB -

>7 FEBRUARY 24 ¢ Chinese New Year Celebration at
the Peninsula Chinese American Association

20185 F2 424 H , EIALEES NS RN B A ETHORS, #ill 7ilr%.
BT RN

FEBRUARY 27 ® Chinese
New Year Celebration at
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School

20184F2H27H , S SLEESZB S N

St. Andrew’s Episcopal “FARHET RIS,
AR T EEE A AT S 2240, R TR EK
%o EOAXRSE S AR T B ).
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MARCH 12 ¢ Chinese Painting
and Characters Workshop

20184E3 H 121, EEALEERIE AL e K 2R
L2 B BB BB 2O TT e BRI G R Al
FE 2 mA R . B2 S MU E ),
Sk S MR Z o

MARCH 17 ¢« Community Day at
Peninsula Fine Art Center

201843 H17H , IS FLBERT A B 2 AR LT
B TAEYS, EONRRIEE X RIAE N2 5455 hE 4
7, REEHE .

MARCH 23 ¢ China Night: Chinese
Folk Song Workshop

20184F3 H23 H , B FLBEEAE 2 44 AR AR A

LSBT BRSNS G GHE S E LA PN I
WS EHA

MARCH 27 ¢ International Night at
Matthew Whaley Elementary School

201843 H27H , WS EHIRE MEEIEAE Matthew
Whaley/N£EH] “EFRZA” _ETTH ERIXEIS
@, BrANmFRER . TEEHNEFEEEZ
BIEAIN = %

APRIL 2 ® Lecture by Stanford
Professor Andrew Walder

20185F4H 21, BILIEZ I —FE— R "R
HHEVTERIYIE" | AT EIERE R
thes2i NSO REFR Andrew Walder,  HHERAT 7

+E:China’s Rise: Past, Present, and Future.
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APRIL 2-5 ¢ Spring Break Chinese Camp

20184 F4 2 H B H , AL N 2/ N2 A 1R
HESUCESE, NEENRMRE, Mt
i A5 BI4R A EIRG AN E RS IRE, %
I KMEZ I —E=Z%

VILLIAM & MARy
CONFUCIUS INsTITUTE

15k

aw
Confucius (8 Vel
Institute

>7 APRIL 6 ® Day for Admitted Students at W&M School of Education

20185F4Heo H , EIBLEBES MBS A F AR “PrEmfs 1™, N EAHoR U B A FT A4
I AR ALBE R ERBERT R S0 Bl

APRIL 6 ® Chinese Diversity Dinner

/' 20184F4 HeoH |, ¥ FLBEFESadler CenterZS IR h
P i, WRS1 T D R AR G S
R PR, B

APRIL 20 » Chinese Language
and Culture Experience Day

20185F4H 200, EFSFLEBEN R, “Br A E v S HE

)7 54, 0T “PEES UK E” 1.

REWH W N5 B B EFIDOERR/ N EE
WETLER, W T BSR4k Y k2 &
BN S 2N S S EE R T A
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APRIL 21 ¢ Chinese Bridge
Language Competition

20184F4 21 H, HOCITH 2R RTAE B L WE
F7JEFIRFEXPURTE, BUT 7 IREFAIRL
%o Michael Briggs (1) RARMINAHE — 4,
Grace Klopp (15 2Z2) AR ARV R HE =44, Emily
Pearson-Beck (ZEMFA]) 2R S R E 4o

MAY 6 ¢ Chinese Characters Competition
2018%F5 He H , B ALEe 5 Bt 8 h SO A A AL (R
2 WA PUFREE, ZRMEEFRIR IR 4
RZ, s R .

>— JULY 24 e Visit of Counselor Jianjun
Cen from Chinese Embassy
20184F7 24 H , WHEESEERMIESEEAS
RIS AL T2, I SRR S

Lo

>_ JULY 31 * BNU-W&M Summer Program

20184E7 H31H , BRI KA HHER K Katherine A. Rowet WL T 2 I a3 & AR A 46440
R ZEAE
33
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>— AUGUST 4 ¢ Tingting Mei at

>— AUGUST 14 ¢ Chinese Tea Culture

AEIEEEEIEEE ) AEERIE R

the World Arts Celebration

20184F8 4 H, fLBE A EES
T AENewport NewsZ8 0 T FLZAR PRt
W, AR AR R BB %

AUGUST 6 ¢ Visit of BNU Delegation

201848 Ho H , ALIRAEER Rl IR R
%=L INCEE S 0 b m—AT3 ) T5IA]
BRSNS, 2R IR K Henry BroaddusZs
YNBSS

Presentation at Williamsburg
Regional Library

20185F8 H14H , EFSALEEREIE Valley Brook Tea
Company k& H 5K e A= A6 e B2 7 I 1 i
KT, SHE KRS S,

AUGUST 30 ¢ Taichi Fan Demonstration at
Williamsburg United Methodists Church

20184F8 H30H , B FLEE RS IEE AU 2
FRE BRI BRI A 1B 24 2 20 ORAR 3 SCIE i
R, G

SEPTEMBER 10-24 ® Chinese Customs;
OCT. 25-NOV. 8 » Chinese Calligraphy

20184F9110-24H , S HTHAZAEChristopher Wren
Association s F- K2R A E 1L Ge ) ik e ; 10H
25 H-11 H 8 H - H i fe
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SEP. 17-NOV. 15 ¢ Taichi Fan Workshop
and Changquan Workshop

20184FFKE, D FLEE RS A HUMRR SRR T
AP ZE P T A X R o

SEPTEMBER 27 « CSO

Harvest Moon Festival
20184F9 27 H , ISR Bl =2 A= 211
(Chinese Student Organization) {ESadler Center%s /) H?
P2 o
>— SEPTEMBER 28 ¢ Pipa Solo Concert = . :-\;E‘ i
, e . - & |
201849 H28 H , APRKLRBRILEEH | LB i) A’ ]
B EBNE RS v/

Wy

>7 SEPTEMBER 30 ® Williamsburg Adventure Race

2018 SF9 130 H , EFALBE S Mg 2 7 B Adventure Race, F oA H A2 =7 > XA SH 1R
PR, SelR RITA AR ASEEIPRZ .
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OCTOBER 5 ¢ Chinese Fan Dance 7  ; o i
Workshop by BNU Dance Department 1
20184F10H 5 H , ALHUIVE R~ SR M 2 U7 (7] K
Hy, IR EE R AR

OCTOBER 6 ® Confluence -A Performance
of Traditional and Modern Chinese Dance
20184F10 He H B, AL FUIYE K22 8 e R A PS4 T
PERR L I

OCTOBER 19 * Homecoming Parade

2018410 H19H , BB ALBE AR & I SR RS2 A2 5O RAC H AT Y3
frifshe Hp, FLBESE RIS 22 AR A5 = A i 5

OCTOBER 19 * WMCI Open House

201810 H19H , AECE EILIERH, WIS FLFE
RBATTPRCH | LE2A R I A= Fld X B SR AR 56 A [
AE, WETAR. Bk BHiE. SRR EES R
wnE,
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) OCTOBER 30 ® Crash Course Chinese
20184F10H30H , a3 FLIE R IEE ZmAH

PR RERM T Y DUBE” PR, e
FOR TEANPGER E S .

>_ OCTOBER 31 ® “Exercise is Medicine” Walk
20184F10H 31 H, 57 1 Y KRB E bRt 5 FLEE LRI 1 5 T ETE D

>— NOVEMBER 2 ¢ Lecture on Chinese
Medicine & Acupuncture

20184F 11 H2H , BISFLBEI I Keith Bell A %
HEFET RS , IS AR R T kS5 .
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CIBTE»
The Analects of Confucius

TH: “TE: i WLMZT BXAML, REARM, R,

The Master said, "Shall I teach you what knowledge is? It is to have an awareness about what you do know,

4

and to admit what you do not. That is knowledge. '

@

FH: “FmMNNZ, AR AMEEN K, FRET? ARRIMARE,
AIETFE?

The Master said, 'Is it not a wondrous thing to learn, review, and study? Is it not a joyous occasion when a
[friend comes from afar? If people do not understand me and I do not grow angry with them, is that not the
mark of self~realization?"

@

TH: “WEEFS, IABRMANEAR. ”

The Master said, "When you see someone virtuous, aspire to become like them. When you see someone who lacks
virtue, turn inward and examine yourself."

@

TH: “BEEMERTA, WLER,

The Master said, “He who requires much from himself and little from others, will keep himself from being the
object of resentment.”

@

TH: “FEIEE. T ToH: TAE, WhTRE? T TH: KAE
ae? PURMTE, AMAER, RsHke 7

The Master said, “I would prefer not speaking.” Zi Gong said, “If you, Master, do not speak, what shall we,
your disciples, have to record?” The Master said, “Does Heaven speak? The four seasons pursue their courses,
and all things are continually being produced, but does Heaven say anything?”

@

FoiH: ‘Bryzoty, mHAZEE: b, NELZ; EFh, ANEWz. 7
Zi Gong said, “The faults of the superior man are like the eclipses of the sun and moon. He has his faults, and

all men see them; he changes again, and all men look up to him.”



